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ABSTRACT 



This document reports on a 1997 international conference on 
early childhood education and special educational needs which examined 
policy, program development, and service provision. The conference's guiding 
principle was inclusion of young children with special needs in the context 
of needed services in both industrialized and developing countries. The 
summary of proceedings identifies issues addressed in the conference 
including obstacles to providing appropriate services, the role of policy, 
cooperation/collaboration among various private and public sectors, 
partnerships between specialists/professionals and parents, the role of 
assessment, and characteristics of good programs. Recommendations are 
provided which address international and national organizations concerning 
the following areas: international instruments; policy; cooperation, 
collaboration, and partnership; partnership and families; transitions; 
program planning and implementation (service provision) ; training; 
institutions for children; assessment; sustainability; communication 
(information dissemination) ,- and funding (donor support) . Appended are a list 
of participants and the conference agenda. (DB) 
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The success of the inclusive school 
depends considerably on early identification, 
assessment and stimulation 
of the very young child 
with special educational needs. 

Early childhood care and education programmes 
for children aged up to six years 
ought to be developed and/or reoriented 
to promote physical, intellectual and social 
development and school readiness... 

Programmes at this level 
should recognize the principle of inclusion 
and be developed in a comprehensive way 
by combining pre-school activities and 
early childhood health care. 



Salamanca framework for action 
Article 53 
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E arly childhood is a crucial time of development for all children, including 

those with special educational needs. This was put forward by the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (1989) and endorsed by the World Declaration on 
Education for All (Jomtien, Thailand 1990). The Salamanca Statement and Framework 
for Action on Special Needs Education (Salamanca, Spain 1994) invited UNESCO 
to address early childhood education as a priority area within special needs education. 

The UNESCO Review on Special Needs Education carried out in 1993-1994 points 
out a general lack of attention to this issue and gaps in provision for young children 
with special educational needs in many parts of the world. Nevertheless, providing 
favourable opportunities for learning at this early stage leads to lasting benefits for 
children. Moreover, including the child with special needs in ordinary early childhood 
programmes is important in facilitating inclusion throughout schooling. 

In light of the above, the approved Programme and Budget of UNESCO for 1996-97 
(document 28 C/5 paragraph 01111) provided for the organization of an 
International Consultation on Early Childhood Education and 
SPECIAL Educational Needs to examine policy, programme development and 
service provision. The Consultation was organized in collaboration with UNICEF 
and was held at UNESCO, Paris on 1-4 September 1997. 

Twenty-one specialists from fifteen countries representing all major world regions 
participated in the consultation. The individuals were drawn from donor and United 
Nations agencies, international and national non-governmental organizations, academic 
institutions and parent/practitioner organizations (see Annex I: List of participants). 
They represented the medical, education and social service sectors and brought 
knowledge and experience in early childhood education and/or special educational 
needs. The mix of participants from all continents made it possible to develop strategies 
that have meaning for different partners and geographical contexts. 

Prior to the Consultation, participants were provided with an annotated agenda 
(Annex II), a Working Document that provided a background on the state of the art 
in relation to inclusive early childhood programmes, a compilation of case studies 
collected by UNESCO in preparation for the consultation 1 and a document presenting 
highlights from the case studies. The case studies provided a reference point for 
the discussions by illustrating a variety of approaches to the development of inclusive 
early childhood education as well as different structures that exist in various cultural 
and economic contexts. 

The Consultation considered the field of early childhood education and how services 
developed for young children can respond to children with special educational needs. 



